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Envision Corinth 2040 Discovery Engagement Overview 
Report and Notes: 04.27.17 – 4.28.17 | Alliance Office, Public Library, Elementary School 

Gym  

The first phase of envisioning Corinth to the year 2040 in the phase of “discovery”. The discovery phase 

allows the consulting team the opportunity to research and analyze the City from a statistical viewpoint 

and follow-up with onsite conversations about the City through a series of focus groups.  For Envision 

Corinth 2040, the City appointed Advisory Group defined the specific topics for focus group discussion. 

These topics were:  

• Local Economy, Education Jobs 

• Mobility, Parks, Trails and Greenspaces 

• Downtown and Preservation 

• City Appearance, Entryways and Corridors 

• Neighborhoods (Old and New) 

• Infrastructure (Streets, Water, Sewer Stormwater) 

• Natural Environment 

The focus groups were convened on April the 27th and 28, 2017. A simple, conversational, question and 

answer method was used to engaged the groups in their thoughts and opinions for envisioning the 

future of Corinth over the long term. Key points in these conversations were noted and summarized by 

the group facilitators. A key goal was to receive open input from the broad community. It is important to 

note that participant comments were recorded as stated. Some responses may reflect incomplete 

information or misperceptions of certain processes, policies, projects, or circumstances. The results in 

this summary are unfiltered.  

Focus group engagement was complimented with a general community meeting was held on the 

evening of April 27. At this meeting, participants were engaged in identifying the general assets and 

cautions for Corinth as it grows and changes. The entire process was concluded with a meeting of the 

Advisory Group on April 28 and the results were informally summarized.  

The results of the focus group engagements, the community meeting and the Advisory Group wrap up 

meeting are reported in the sections that follow.  
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Engagement Results 

The results of the focus group engagements, the community meeting and the Advisory 

Group wrap up meeting are reported in the sections that follow.  

Economy, Education, Jobs Focus Group  

Library, 1023 N Fillmore St|4.27.17 10:30 – 

11:30 a.m. 

 

1. Bell Curve Exercise – Where do you 

see Corinth’s economy and Corinth’s 

Educational System? Why? 
a. We are seeing growth 

b. We see more companies and 

retail coming to town 

c. Corinth is seeing development 

happen at a faster pace 

d. Excited to hear that a 

technology company is 

locating in Corinth 

e. Corinth is fortunate to have good transportation (rail and highway) options and it is 

strategically located (connected to multiple states) 

f. Strong/Successful local school system has been big part of our success 

g. Schools system is a huge factor in deciding to locate (business and residential) in Corinth 

h. School have improved under the leadership of Dr. Childress 

i. Have high quality teachers and administrators 

j. Unemployment is low (under 6%) 

2. What do you see as the biggest economic drivers for the community? 

a. Industry 

b. Manufacturing 

c. Medical / Health care 

d. Retail development 

e. Small businesses 

f. Tourism 

g. Schools 

h. Our quality of life (need to make Corinth a place to come back to) 

3. What are some of your biggest concerns regarding the local economy? 

a. It is a very difficult time (nationally) for business growth and economic development 

b. It seems that everyone’s focus needs to be on training our workforce 

i. We need to get the people trained to get the jobs  

ii. We need more skilled people 

iii. We need to concentrate on getting more industrial jobs 

c. It is important that we get some larger industries located in Corinth 
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d. “We need to land the big fish” 

i. Need to have larger industry 

ii. We need to be more realistic with what we can expect to attract 

as far as industries 

iii. Don’t need the “huge” projects 

e. Projects that will bring in 150-200 jobs should be our target 

f. “We need more solid base hits.  Not huge home runs” 

i. We need more of the 50 or less employee industries 

ii. Corinth has not had a significant catalyst project in the last few years – but we 

have been working to “tee” things up for growth 

g. Part of the economic development strategy needs to focus on quality of life 

h. Making Corinth a great place to live 

i. The low cost of living 

j. Corinth is fortunate that in the most recent economic downturn – it has been able to 

hold on to the industry that we have.  That is a plus 

k. Our industrial base is stronger than it use to be – it is smaller in number of employees, 

but stronger 

l. Industrial challenge is that a lot of the land that we have is not real developable for 

industry (hilly, flood plain, etc.) 

m. A major challenge to attracting businesses and people is the stereotype of Mississippi 

n. The perception of Mississippi as a whole continues to hurt us (Racists/ 

Segregated/Uneducated) 

4. What are your concerns with the local retail economy? What opportunities exist? 

a. Sales tax has done well in recent years 

b. We need to balance growth and supporting existing businesses 

c. We need to capitalize on the strength of our local retail 

d. We should expand it – especially around the Hwy. 45 / 72 interchange 

e. We are seeing more redevelopment of older retail areas than new construction 

f. We need to focus on infill development 

g. We would support incentives for infill development 

h. Primary areas for infill development included: 

i. Shiloh & Harper Road Intersection 

j. Shiloh Road corridor 

k. Harper Road and Hwy. 72 Intersection 

l. All of Hwy. 72 

m. Intersections of Hwy. 72 and Cass and Tate Street 

n. (See Map at bottom) 

5. How does the current development review process impact local growth and economic 

development? 

a. There is a major need for a more efficient development process (permitting, processes, 
utilities, etc.) 

b. Need to strive for consistent enforcement 
c. From a city perspective – we are not focusing on what we should in terms of what and 

how plans are reviewed and approved 
i. We don’t examine plans that are submitted in advance 
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ii. We halt or delay projects once construction begins 
iii. We need more consistency in the process 

d. We need to improve communication with developers, business, and 
industries 

i. We need a process that makes sense 
ii. We need a more streamlined process 

6.  What are the gaps in the workforce development approach in Corinth and what opportunities 
exist to improve the workforce system? 

a. Corinth School District is an “Innovation District” 
i. Trying something different and not sure what the impacts will be yet 

b. We need to get schools and industry talking 
i. K-5 teachers need to understand the end result – what does industry need the 

students to know and what opportunities are there for the students 
c. Middle schools need to understand that the end goal is not just finishing – it is about 

helping the kids be ready for work – to get jobs. 
d. We need to connect to the healthcare and nursing opportunities 

i. We have gaps in middle age healthcare workers (35-50 year old) 
i. Earning potential makes attraction difficult 

ii. We can’t replace retiree with a new graduate (skill and experience gap exists) 
e. We need to create a pathway similar to industry – but for medical 
f. There could be more teaching of what is available in the medical field 
g. Northeast MS Community College needs to be stronger player in the local workforce 

system 
i. K-12 

ii. Industries 
iii. Health care 

h. Schools, parents, students need to be aware that jobs of the future likely will not require 
a 4-year degree and it is ok to not get one 

i. We need to expose K-12 children to various career options 
i. Many don’t know what careers are possible for them 

ii. Need apprenticeship programs  
iii. Students need to see real world 

application 
iv. Students need more career technical 

program experience 
j. We need to get kids into career pathways earlier  

7. When it comes to the local economy, what one thing 
should the comprehensive plan be sure to begin 
working to address?  

a. Job development 
b. Improved workforce training/development 

i. K-5 industry 
ii. Better link/connect with Northeast MS 

Community College 
iii. Workforce development approach needs 

to be seamless 
c. Make the development review process within 

the city more seamless and efficient 
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i. Be more welcoming to development 
ii. When a plan is submitted – all approvals, hook ups, connections, 

need to be planned for 
d. Updated Ordinance and Codes 

i. There needs to be more consistency with code enforcement (what 
codes are enforced and how they are enforced upon) 

e. W.I.T. Philosophy – “Whatever It Takes” to make the community better 
i. Focus on doing the doable 

f. Incentives for infill development 
g. We need to have both land and a spec building to entice an industry 

Mobility, Streets, Parks, Trails Focus Group  
Alliance Office, 810 Tate St. | 4.27.17 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

1. Biggest challenge streets and roads  
a. HWY 72 traffic in both direction as peak hours, especially 5:00 pm. 72 is used by 

weekend travelers also. 
b. Corinth needs to find ways to steer travelers into the City. 
c. All main 
d. Harper Road - two schools  
e. Railroad on west side of town has all at-grade crossings, causes traffic issues. 
f. Fulton / Tate (4way stop) backs up at peak hours, especially 5:00 pm. 
g. Madison / Shiloh (dogleg intersection) backs up at peak, especially in the morning. 
h. Trains block roads - forced to go downtown around or underpasses [underpasses not 

suitable to for overweight vehicles, some Comcast lines are too low also] NO RV'S OR 
TOURIST BUSES AFFECTS TOURISM CIRCULATION 

i. There are only 3 streets that go N-S on east side of town. 
j. Main E-W roads- Shiloh, Bunch, Proper, 72 and Droke Road. 
k. Hospital - Linden or Hwy 72 carries the 1100 employees (largest employer in Corinth) 
l. Fire department uses Linden to get to hospital to avoid railroads. 
m. Largest downtown employer - Avectus - over 300 employees...”Avectus Exodus” 
n. Civic Center access, Cass Street only way here if train comes through. 
o. Trains are an issue 

2. Lack of public parking downtown 
a. Some want 2 hr parking  
b. No time limits! 
c. Avectus employees take up all public parking lot. 
d. Employees take the parking spots in front of businesses and leave little space for 

customers. 
3. One-way streets are nuts downtown, add to parking and traffic problem downtown. 
4. Hanging 4-way stops 
5. 4 public parking lots  

a. Pizza Grocery - not utilized 
b. City Hall 
c. Trailhead 
d. Depot - not utilized 
e. City needs better wayfinding to these lots. 

6. They've had a bypass study down for 72 - it would have to go South of town. 
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7. No public transportation - only 1 taxi 
a. No car...you’re screwed in Corinth 

8. No biking community, no real bike infrastructure. Occasionally see people biking, 
but not often. 

9. Most recreational cyclists ride on rural roads north of town going into Tennessee. 
10. 10k route is used daily by walkers and runners. 
11. Need for trails along canals, can circulate around the City on these. 
12. Miss. State is working on a bike plan?? 
13. Bike lanes along Shiloh (20 miles) to civil war stuff - City never maintains, always full of gravel  

a. Civil War Trail 
b. Starts at trailhead park 
c. Potential creek connection 

14. Polk street - new bridge near Henry cemetery (north of Shiloh) - city has funding 
a. FHWA-FLAP grant 
b. Is supposed to include a sidewalk from interpretive center to downtown. 
c. Ask Dave Huwe 

15. No real growth so no need for transit 
16. Road and sidewalk maintenance are ongoing issues. 
17. Crossings downtown and over RR tracks 

a. Not accessible 
b. Pavement conditions 

18. Rail 
a. Norfolk Southern is east / west line 
b. Kansas City Southern 
c. Corinth to Counts line (has a switch yard - owned by Kansas) and clogs up Harper Road 

sometimes 
d. Redmont line (old ICG line) - owned by dog food processing plant 

i. 2 trains per week 
ii. Will probably be abandoned so this could be a HUGE OPPORTUNITY 

19. Railroads routinely push for street crossing closures, resistant to new crossings. 
20. Opportunity for large parcel of land for public parking (near hog wild) but owner won't sell 
21. Kansas City Southern has decent relationship with City and shares the Depot building 
22. Check ROWs on downtown railroads, may be opportunities for rail with trail. 
23. Trails wanted 

a. Canal trail would connect (Corinth Hiking & Biking Trail) goes down Polk to Shiloh? 
b. Could connect to Hwy 2  
c. Sewer easement running north / south along Phillips Creek  
d. Paved trail exists along Bridge Creek, not maintained by City.  

24. Trail system along creeks and canals could connect schools and to existing hiking & biking trail. 
25. Need a new road to connect Westin Drive to Princess Anne 
26. Need road connections to Patrick Drive to Shadowood Lane. 
27. Road from Hwy 72 to Kimberly Clark facility is not used by truckers, was intended for this traffic. 

 

PARKS  

1. Crossroads Regional Park is the flagship park   
a.  City has over 5 million in it 
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b. Needs to be promoted 
c. Jointly owned with Alcorn County, county does most of the programming 

for park activities. 
2. Johns Street Park or Bishop Park smaller park space. 
3. Meigg Street - well lit sidewalks will connect Downtown to cemetery (beautiful 

walk) UNDER CONSTRUCTION NOW 
4. Pat Tucker property was the City Sportsplex, but is now defunct, replaced by ballfields at the 

Regional Park. 
5. City Cemetery is rarely visited and remote. 
6. NEEDS: 

a. Need a swimming pool (25 meter), preferably indoor, and a good community pool like 
Liddon Lake used to be 

b. Wellness Center - Partnership with Hospital?? (Tippah County Wellness Center is a 
comparable) 

c. Spaces for little children (splash pad, tot lots) 
d. Water Curtain Air Conditioner in 1920s - artesian well (feeds Liddon Lake) - downtown 

Liddon Coliseum, was a 900-seat coliseum. 
7. Tractor Supply now  where used to be most attractive entrance to downtown back in the old 

day- the Liddon Lake recreational complex. 
8. Tractor trailers have trouble negotiating roundabout 
9. Need enforcement of codes by officials 
10. Arena can now be used for recreation, basketball and volleyball tournaments (bought wooden 

floor) - not ideal due to dirt brought in for horse and monster truck shows, lot of work cleaning 
out and setting the floor back up. 

11. There is no marketing for the parks and trails. 
12. Corinth needs a draw or a reason to get people to move here   
13. Corinth Mississippi ....What a Place to Live! - old sign and was only marketing for Corinth SIGN IS 

AT SMITH'S - GO GET PICTURE  
14. Bring back Balloon Race, last one was in 1996, was also a City-wide annual event. Balloonist 

moved away from Corinth. 
15. 1995 balloon race coordinated with release of Smithsonian biography of Roscoe Turner. 
16. Jubilee in 1976, last really large City-wide event.  
17. Parks & Recreation Department consists of 4 administrative staff members, and there is a Board 

and but some parks staff that only deals with programming Crossroads Regional Park  

18. Parks maintenance mostly done by prison labor. 
19. Trails not managed by anyone 
20. There are about 800-900 acres of land secured by the Commission of the Siege & Battle of 

Corinth that are about to be turned over to the NPS. 

21. Desire to have trails connect all these land, and to other current NPS lands. 
22. NPS can't do anything until there is a Plan about connecting Civil War Sites  

23. NPS - can't market for all their assets...rely on their community and tourism partners for word of 

mouth. 

24. NPS only has two staff members to maintain area properties. Can occasionally draw more 

resources from Shiloh Battlefield. 

25. Berkeley-Young has been hired by the Corinth Chamber to do a Tourism study and plan. NEED 

FOR COORDINATION 
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26. Boys and Girls Club is a big asset. Lighthouse Community Center also. 

Downtown and Historic Preservation Focus Group 
Library, 1023 N Fillmore St. | 4.27.17 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

1. Discussion of cyclical nature of development patterns – where is Corinth in this pattern? 

• General agreement that Corinth was on the upswing at this time, recognition that there 
is a point at which a community approaching downturn can affect the outcome more 
positively 

2. Growth spurred by de-regulations 

• Make requirements part of any real estate transaction, more knowledge/awareness 
needed on the front end of the process 

3. Wick Street redevelopment only possible by removing the historic preservation designation – 
view of needing less regulation to facilitate this type of redevelopment downtown 

4. Preservation district – past renovation/tax abatement program seemed successful, CLG 
community (Dave is CLG administrator) 

5. Cash flow 2nd floor residential development to supplement first floor rents 
6. Sprinkler system requirements a major setback, don’t take into consideration cost, feasibility as 

well as capacity (if a sprinkler system were triggered, rest of town would lose water pressure) 
7. Preservation commission used to meet quarterly but changed practice to monthly to 

accommodate development community review and requests 
8. Commission is good. Need clarity and consistency of regulations being applied 
9. Sidewalks are owner’s responsibility – this appears to be an issue 

• Setback regulations are Board of Adjustment responsibility 

• Problem is that zoning setbacks are uniformly applied, even in the downtown district 
where 15’ minimum setback is not practical 

10. Design and review guidelines deal with building exteriors and aesthetics; building code deals 
with internal design/construction, which is oftentimes where conflict comes in (i.e. sprinkling) – 
we cannot do anything about IBC 

11. Midtown District – not regulatory, no standards or guidelines enforced for historic preservation. 

• Broad support from owner occupants, less support from absentee landlords 
12. Infill desired but need it to ‘fit’ with current aesthetic – big concern 
13. Need more participation from service industry, utilities (example of Wick Street improvements 

and electric wires/box) 

• “City of electrical wires” – no undergrounding regs, complexity in requiring this 
14. Old Town residential district (beyond Midtown) – would propose expanding historic 

preservation standards to this area (downtown to railroad to Shiloh) 
15. Concern about tree canopy/tree ordinance 

• Is there a planting plan?  Needs to be a plan in place to maintain, replace and preserve 
overall character of canopy 

• There is a 1994 Tree Study 

• City owns trees, not ground, confusing roles of responsibility?  Any tree removal must 
be permitted. 

16. No formal neighborhood associations exist for historic district(s) 
17. Wayfinding needed to define districts, highlight importance; 

• Changes needed for 4-way stops, street signs 
18. Grant from FHWA – sidewalk from interpretive center to downtown, redo of Polk Street bridge 
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19. Consideration of Main Street’s role in façade improvement programs, design 
guidelines – need to flesh out more 

20. Automotive zoning along entry corridors – need to consider changes to this 
21. Redevelopment potential exists in Cass Street area 
22. Consideration of drainage facilities and impacts to current/future infrastructure 
23. Concept of investment building upon investment 

City Appearance, Gateways, and Corridors Focus Group 
Alliance Office, 810 Tate St. | 4.27.17 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
 

1. General City Appearance needs a lot of work 
2. Awful on Hwy 72, gravel parking lots, weak welcome signage  
3. Minimal landscaping, rusty vehicles 
4. Don’t judge Corinth based on Highway 72, come downtown 
5. Long-time eyesores on Highway 72 that are: 

• Rusty equipment 

• Junkyard appearance 
6. Several members have strategic routes to drive people through town to avoid eyesores 

• Linden Street to downtown and to hospital. 
7. Eyesores directly across from hospital 
8. Avoid Highway 72 at all costs 
9. Need major corridors to better represent the quality of the community 
10. Every entrance gives you a bad impression, Looks like they don’t care about community 
11. One would conclude a lack of city pride based on appearance 
12. Recruit to fill empty buildings 
13. Need to address cleanliness, etc. immediately** 
14. Enforcement of rules is key. City must be consistent with enforcement no matter who you are. 

Political will to implement the vision.    
15. Prioritize corridors that connect key community assets, attractions, & amenities   
16. Too many gas stations & vacant buildings/properties 

• If buildings are vacant and blighted, the property owner needs to tear it down and clean 
up lot 

17. Need much more landscaping required in parking lots, especially large parking lots  
18. Most Attractive Areas in Corinth 

• New elementary school area 

• City park is great 

• Downtown (biggest asset & attraction) 

• Downtown green spaces needed 

• Renovations on Wick Street 

• Waldron & Fulton Drive (close to interpretive center) 

• Highway 45 bypass adjacent to new hotels (quickly lose the attractiveness though) 
19. Most Unattractive Areas in Corinth 

• Harper Road and Shiloh Road commercial area 

• Highway 72 and Highway 45 intersection – need to mow grass regularly (MDOT right-of-
way) 

• **Group writing down their top 3 worst 
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20. Gateways & Corridors 

• Weeds along R.O.W. 

• Weeds growing in front of welcome signs 

• Feel welcome signs are unattractive  

• All gateways are terrible 

• No signage to downtown, which is best asset 

• Need wayfinding signage (visitors cannot find attractions) 

• Missing street signs 

• Development around welcome signs is unsightly and gives bad first impression 

• Every gateway should be welcoming and beautiful 

• Need distinct districts around community (example: medical district, business district, 
etc.) 

• Too much asphalt 

• Don’t like the old concrete WPA street sign posts, hard to read and not maintained. 

• Unsightly housing project in front of the hospital 

• Need major entrance to front door, but tough to do currently because of surrounding 
development  

• Feel somewhat disconnected from community 

Neighborhoods (Old and New) Focus Group 
Library, 1023 N Fillmore St. |4.27.17 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 

 

1. What neighborhood do you live in?  Why did you choose to live there? 

a. See map (circled in red) 

2. What three elements make your neighborhood/any neighborhood in Corinth desirable to live 

in? 

a. Kid friendly (Tree Streets) 

b. Downtown – walkable, accessible to shops, quite, close to everything, old/historic 

homes 

c. Proximity to schools (2nd street by junior high) 

d. Historic character (Old Town) – family ties to home 

3. Which neighborhoods in Corinth are special?  Why? 
a. Shiloh Ridge – activities/amenities provided within neighborhood, one stop shopping, 

diversity of home sites, people (senior only patio homes, for instance); curbed streets, 

infrastructure, value 

b. South Corinth  

• Cass Street, Hwy 45, Parkway and K Street 

c. College Hill neighborhood - Hwy 72, Tate Street, Fulton Dr. – rural feel, sparsley 

populated, accessible to Hwy 45 and 72, lack of congestion, easy to get into town 

d. Afton neighborhood 

e. West Corinth 

f. Pine Lake Estates 

g. Melody Park, floodplain 

h. Mini-City – project area, low income housing, SFR 
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i. Next to Junior High (Second Street) 

4. What are the biggest threats to neighborhood stability?  How would you address 
them? 

a. Abandoned homes, dilapidated homes 
b. Transition from ownership to rentals (family ownership, passed down to 

children/family, not living in the community, absentee land lord situations) 
c. Rentals becoming dilapidated.  Many transition as out-of-town-heir properties. 

• Work with HUD; Good Neighbor program 

• HUD 14-year forgivable loan to upfit rentals 

• Veterans program 
d. Need to work with HUD on housing options for workforce – good neighbor program? 

• 14 year forgivable loan (rent to low income for 14 years, don’t have to pay back 
loan) 

• Programs to aid accessibility 
e. Resources exist but people are unaware of them 
f. Code enforcement (or lack thereof) 
g. East Corinth school closure (loss of neighborhood landmark); South Corinth closed and 

razed 
5. What are the greatest neighborhood assets?  Where are they? 

a. Schools 
b. Hospital/medical services 
c. Very safe 
d. Sidewalks (in downtown) 

6. How well connected are Corinth neighborhoods to other areas of the city via sidewalks, bike 
routes, and trails?  Where are the most significant needs for improvement in connectivity? 

a. Sidewalks not present in external neighborhoods (mostly) 
b. No sidewalks, except downtown, and drainage ditches line streets 
c. Tree Streets and other neighborhoods may have only one way in and one way out 

7. Is housing affordable in Corinth?  If not, how would you address this? 
a. More demand from wide range of people for smaller homes 
b. Every apartment downtown is occupied 

• Pinnacle development (backed up to Hwy 45) 
c. Median home price – a young family could get into a home for $100k or less 
d. General sense is Corinth is affordable 
e. Most feel there isn’t an affordable housing problem 
f. Rental rates are affordable 

8. When it comes to housing, what types of housing are most available?  Least available?  In your 

neighborhood as well as throughout Corinth. 

a. Need smaller homes 

b. Every apartment downtown is leased 

c. The Pinnacle—high-end duplexes 

d. Not enough home choices for seniors and young people who don’t want yards 

e. There are some vacant lots in Old Town; there is some concern about impact; some lots 

would be hard to develop under the current code; need clarity in the code and some 

would support design control 

9. Where are opportunities for infill housing and development, and what type of infill housing 
should it be? 
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a. Plenty of opportunities in neighborhood surrounding Cruise street, 
between downtown and Harper (see blue on map) 

b. Plenty of opportunities for infill in neighborhoods surrounding Cruise 
Street 

c. Many houses need to be bulldozed and lots redeveloped 
d. Bunn Street has opportunities for infill 

10. If you could change one thing about your neighborhood, what would it be and why? 

a. More sidewalks? 

b. More parks in downtown area, different services but a park within a certain distance of 

each neighborhood 

c. Need younger people in the conversation 

d. SportsPlex has folded and may provide potential park area 

e. Splash park?  

f. Need activities for pre-school aged children in town – non-sports child (arts, museums, 

etc.) 

g. Green spaces need to be scattered around at regular intervals; they should be different 

h. NOT DOING SOMETHING TO THEM, DOING SOMETHING FOR THEM 

• Address what is important to the neighborhood first 

i. Neighborhood historic overlay district – retroactive enforcement possible? 

11. General  

a. Need something for children and young people to do; address needs of non-sports child 

(arts?) 

b. Need to clean up properties and neighborhoods 

c. Neighborhood Improvement Plan? 

d. Preservation overlay districts 

e. Tax credit education 

f. Homeowners’ Association support 

Streets, Infrastructure, and Utilities Focus Group 
Alliance Office, 810 Tate St. | 4.27.17 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 

 
1. Storm drainage is an issue, overlaying gutters with asphalt in repaving work creates drainage 

problems. 
2. Some streets are in rough condition with milling & overlay work needed in some areas. 
3. In several cases, there are subbase issues with the roads that milling & overlay cannot fix. 
4. Turn lane is needed on Cass Street. 
5. A widening of Harper Road is needed for expected future development. 
6. Cass Street between railroad and Bunch Street needs striping, people think it is four lanes when 

it was intended to be two or three lanes. 
7. Hiking and biking trail and lanes are used as an extra travel lane for cars, this is a problem on MS 

Hwy 2, Shiloh Road, and Harper Road. Physical separation is needed. 
8. Crater Street is underutilized as an alternate route downtown off Hwy 72. 
9. Droke Road is underutilized as an alternate route to avoid traffic issues. 
10. The roundabout at S. Harper and Droke is an issue, especially for northbound travelers. All 

traffic has to go through it, rather than providing a bypass options 
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11. The need to spend tax dollars only once was stressed. Doing things right the first 
time, and not repaving the same street multiple times within a short timespan. 

12. There is little formal mapping or documentation of existing sewer, storm sewer, 
and water lines. There are notes on scratch notebook paper and a single person on 
City staff who has a good memory of these infrastructure locations. 

13. Tougher specifications and better inspections of city infrastructure work was mentioned as a 
need, and having certified City staff to do the inspections. 

14. Proper Street has been repaved multiple times in a short timespan and there is still warping and 
settling issues with the street pavement. 

15. Corinth does not have a City Engineer on staff, but a contract engineer, Cook Coggin Engineers. 
16. Corinth needs to identify priority corridors and focus on those. 
17. Subdivision roads are not properly built and the City is ill-equipped to upkeep and fix them once 

they become public streets. 
18. There are tougher subdivision regulations for street construction now, Shiloh Ridge subdivision 

was the first to be developed under the tougher regulations. 
19. Street improvements need to be coordinated with utility improvements so streets are not torn 

up again right after repaving for utilities work. 
20. New regulations require utility coordination for streets work, but it doesn’t always happen, 

especially on City projects. 
21. Enforcement for codes and regulations is an issue also. There is not enough staff to check on or 

follow up on things. Some perception of uneven enforcement especially in light of 
grandfathered properties. 

22. Storm drainage is an issue on Harper Road, there are no pipes or channels to direct the 
stormwater to. 

23. There is a stormwater ordinance, but it has the same enforcement issues as the other codes and 
regulations. 

24. The stormwater detention pond across from Kroger is always full of water. 
25. Because there is a lack of stormwater infrastructure, developments are often required to have 

large detention basins on-site, which can sink a project that needs density/intensity to work. 
26. In open swale streets, there needs to be coordination on driveway cuts and ditch culvert sizes. 

There are instances of smaller culverts downstream from larger ones. A driveway cut permit 
system is needed. 

27. There needs to be some kind of construction review. 
28. The alleys downtown have sinkhole issues, some of which was thought to be cause by 

directional boring and box setting by telephone companies. 
29. The alley potholes routinely get filled with compacted gravel that washes away. The alleys have 

subgrade issues. 
30. Underground utilities run all over the place instead of being in a common trench. 
31. With the recent curb and gutter work downtown, the angled parking spaces were striped too 

short for trucks and other large vehicles. 
32. Downtown traffic flow needs its own study. 
33. As an alternative to the 72 bypass, there could be an inner circle loop comprised of Cass Street 

to Harper Road, then extend to County Road 301. 
34. On South Parkway Street and Liddon Lake Road at Hwy 72, there is a stretch of asphalt and 

concrete pavement test sections that have been in a long time and create an uneven road 
surface. 
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35. Stormwater primarily goes into three canals or creeks. There are flooding issues 
due to lac of maintenance. Vegetative overgrowth takes away stormwater capacity 
or causes it to flow out slower. 

36. “There is a 100-year flood every 7 years.” 
37. Trail system along the canals and creeks could help with awareness and 

maintenance. 
38. Sewer and water infrastructure need attention 
39. There was a bond issue that was floated under the assumption the funds will be used to 

upgrade utilities, but it has not appeared to been the case. 
40. There needs to be a funding mechanism for these infrastructure improvements. 
41. Tupelo has a ½% sales tax for roads and bridges based on a needs assessment by a special 

committee. Corinth could probably benefit from a similar program. 
42. Clarity and cooperation over road responsibility, especially along the edges of the City. 
43. There needs to be a broadband internet study, assessment of who has access and who doesn’t. 

ACE Power has installed fiber runs throughout the City. The idea of a mesh network for 
downtown and south Corinth could be studied. 

44. Internet access for school children assigned laptops is a problem. Not all have full use of the 
assigned tools due to lack of internet access. 

45. Communication between utilities and citizens does not happen. 

Natural Resources Focus Group 
Alliance Office, 810 Tate St. | 4.28.17 10:30 – 11:30 p.m. 

1. What do you love most about the natural environment of Corinth? 
a. Beautiful trees; visitors comment on this all the time 
b. Good city park, Shiloh, and Jacinto Courthouse—green space, history, political speeches 
c. Lot of birds, close to Strawberry Plains Audubon location 
d. Deer in town, and lots of squirrels 
e. No endangered or threatened species that they know of 
f. Near the Tuscumbia Wildlife Refuge 
g. Jacinta Courthouse (used to be county seat) 
h.  Every 4 years - political speaking 
i. Native American performances 
j. Cultural attraction 
k. $5 million dollar grant for canals in design phase now - from flooding of 2010 

2. To you, what are the most significant functions of natural areas? 
a. Great for children 
b. Gives you a feeling of relaxation—good for the spirit 

3. Do you think important natural features are protected adequately?  If not, why?  How would 
you address them? 

a. No.  The trees are old, not protected.  No plan for replanting.   
b. No landscaping required.  Need that.  Outside companies landscape, like Wendy’s, but 

local businesses do not. 
c. Arborist needs to do a tree survey 
d. Need landscape ordinance for residential and commercial 

4. Are natural areas connected, or should they be? 
a. Need connected trails to help enjoy the natural environment more. 
b. The bike trail is too close to the street 
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c. Connect creeks.  If you could see them it would be good.  They have never 
been taken care of. 

d. 3miles west of town will be a state wildlife refuge, Wetland, On River 
e. Earthworks on NPS property on Polk - borders Elam Creek 
f. Long gravel road - cross country team uses it every week 
g. Fenced - not advertised as public but it is 
h. Two other larger NPS tracts in town  
i. Possible street tree replacement (hollies too low - not of enough shade) - replace with 

better species 
j. Canals as an opportunity for off-street trails 
k. Pickwick Lake is about 20 minutes away in TN 

5. How easy is it for citizens to access natural areas?  If not, is it important for citizens to have 
access? 

a. Not too easy 
b. It is important to have access 
c. Wastewater plant is in the city near Walmart 

d. Landfill is in the city south of the railroad near intersection with Linden 
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Envision Corinth 2040 Community Meeting 
Corinth Elementary School Gym, 1910 Droke Road | 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  

During the community meeting of April 27, about 35 participants from throughout the 

community were asked to identify the areas and assets they “loved” about Corinth, and the areas in 

which caution should be exercised as Corinth grows and changes over time. The results are listed below 

on the table and then mapped. Images are provided to convey a sense of the exercise. 

Loves Cautions 
1. Hospital 
2. Downtown- Shopping, Neighborhood, Coliseum 
3. Interpretive center 
4. City Park 
5. Shiloh Ridge 
6. Afton Development 
7. CARE Garden 
8. High School Baseball/Softball & Football fields 
9. Care garden/Museum/Tourism office/SOCO/Downtown 

shops & restaurants 
10. Civil war walking trails on Polk street 
11. Magnolia Medical Center- wonderful 
12. H. King & Bishop trails 
13. Care garden area 
14. Downtown restaurants 
15. Interpretive center 
16. Coliseum civic center 
17. Downtown- Preserve dynamic 
18. Historic residential district 
19. Downtown/historic-fun/walking  
20. Bike lane through town 
21. Hwy 72 45 commercial area, need more rest. & hotels 
22. Neighborhood has controls through HOA  
23. Schools/IMO best in state, innovative 
24. City Park renovation 
25. Green Spaces downtown 
26. Tree streets/Good Neighborhood 
27. Industrial possibilities 
28. Hospital 
29. MHRC 
30. Shiloh Ridge 
31. Improvements to city park 
32. Wick St. development 
33. Downtown Area 
34. Function of the Arena 
35. MHRC clinics 
36. Hospital  
37. Interpretive 
38. Depot/Downtown 
39. All schools (x5) 
40. Tree Street Residential 
41. City Park 
42. Shiloh Ridge 
43. Afton 
44. CAT 

1. Tate/45 intersection 
2. Needs to be attention gateway to downtown 

w/Nice signage & treelined 
3. Free Streets - No leash law, No sidewalk or 

curbs  
4. Shiloh Road - needs sidewalks, park, sonic 
5. Hwy 72 - happier, beautified 
6. signage important 
7. Gravel on bike lane  
8. sidewalks by post office  
9. Tate/72 eyesore 
10. Hwy 72 corridor eyesore 
11. Tate to corridor of downtown 
12. Mobility, Downtown mobility 
13. Splashpad/skate park/activities for youth 
14. Drainage 
15. Potential development 
16. City streets - lack of improvement  
17. Gaylean Rd. to Tate St. - scrap metal yard on 

Hwy 72 
18. Empty lot on Alcorn Dr. 
19. Hwy 72 Traffic 
20. World Color 
21. Tate/Hwy 72 corridor 
22. Southgate 
23. South Corinth  
24. Dirt Cheap area 
25. Flood Plane 
26. Area need infill, revitalization 
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Envision Corinth 2040 Advisory Group Meeting 
Alliance Office | 4.28.17 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 

 

The Advisory group met at noon at the Alliance Office. The results of the focus group engagement and 

the community meeting were summarized by Power Point Presentation, along with an overview of 

community research and analysis to date. At the conclusion of the presentation, the advisory group 

discussed the results. Key points in the discussion included: 

1. Street tree ordinance, may be restriction on using oaks. Perceived desire for tree species mix. 
2. Check on Bike and Trails plan being done by Carl Small Town Center. Efforts should be 

coordinated.  
3. Need to insure inclusion of African American heritage sites 
4. Current African American museum in disrepair 
5. Should include Contraband Camp 
6. 100+ year old A.A. churches in the area. 
7. Harper Road and Hwy 72 top 10 most dangerous intersection in Mississippi. 
8. 9,900 cars per day on Harper Road through this intersection. 
9. Industrial traffic. 
10. Landfill cap project, industrial landfill on North Fulton Drive. Project will create a detention pond 

on an adjacent site and use the borrow for the cap. Hiking and biking trails designed for the 
capped site, in a wildflower prairie setting. 

11. There is potential for a design for a commercial center on N. Fulton Drive & W. Shiloh Road, SE 
corner. 

12. Would like to dam up Elam Creek for a water feature, use as a commercial asset. 
13. The City’s solid waste currently goes to a landfill facility in Walnut. 

 
The team expressed that key focal areas needed to be chosen for special attention during planning 
week. The areas chosen were: 

1. Shiloh and Harper 
2. A residential infill area 
3. A representative gateway 
4. The Hwy. 72 area near Wal-Mart 

 


